
Drugs of Abuse 

DRUG/FAMILY AVAILABILITY COMMON SLANG USE DETECTION 
TIMES 

PHYSICAL 
SYMPTOMS DANGERS 

Amphetamines 

(Amphetamines/ 
Methamphetamine 

By prescription 
only 

Altimine 
Asenlix [Mex]  
Appetzugler [Ger] 
Benzedrine 
Captagon 
Desoxyn 
Dexedrine 
Didrex 
Eldepryl [US] 
Envitrol 
Fenisic, Esbelcaps 
[Mex]} 
Geodowin 
Methamphetamine 
Methedrine 
Phencamine 
Plurimen  
Segontin 
Sydnocarb 
Vick’s Inhalers 
 

Benny  
Black 
beauties 
Bumblebees 
Copilots  
Crank  
Footballs 
Hearts 
Jelly Beans 
Meth 
Pep pills  
Speed 
Ups  
Uppers 
White Cross  
 

To increase 
alertness and 
activeness.  

Diet Pills 

Stimulant 

Urine: 1 to 3 days 

Hair: Up to 90 
days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 
 
 

Anxiety 
Irritability 
Loss of appetite 
Mood elevation  
Rapid speech 
Tremors 
 

Disorientation  
Fatigue  
Increase in blood 
pressure 
Paranoia 
Possible hallucinations 
Severe depression  
 

Barbiturates By Prescription 
Only 

Amobarbital 
Butalbital 
Butisol 
Fioricet  
Fiorinal 
Phenobarbital 
Secobarbital 
 

Barbs 
Bluebirds 
Blues 
Downers 
M&M’s 
Red Devils 
Yellow 
Jackets 

Sedation 
Seizure 
control 

Urine: 1 to 3 days 
(short acting) 

Except 
Phenobarbital:  
1 to 3 weeks 

Decreased 
alertness and 
muscle control  
Depression 
Drowsiness 
Intoxication and 
slurred speech 
 

Emotional instability 
Possible overdose and 
death, especially when 
mixed with alcohol 
Rigidity and painful 
muscle contraction 
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DRUG/FAMILY AVAILABILITY COMMON SLANG USE DETECTION 
TIMES 

PHYSICAL 
SYMPTOMS DANGERS 

Benzodiazepines By Prescription 
Only 

Chlorazepate 
Dalmane Diazepam 
Flurazepam 
Librium 
Medazapam 
Nordiazepam 
Oxazepam 
Serax 
Temazepam 
Valium 
Xanax 
 

Downers Reduce 
Anxiety 

Urine: 1 to 14 
days  

Oral fluid: 1 to 2 
days 

Disorientation 
Drunken behavior 
without odor of 
alcohol 
Slurred speech 
 

Cold and clammy skin 
Coma  
Dilated pupils 
Possible death 
Shallow respiration 
Weak and rapid pulse 
 
 

Cannabinoids 

(Marijuana) 

Marinol Marijuana Dope 
Ganja 
Grass 
Mary Jane  
Pot 
Reefer 
Sinsemilla 
Smoke 
Weed  
 

Psychoactive Urine:  
(Occasional use): 
1 to 3 days 
(Habitual/chronic 
use): Up to 30 
days 

Hair: Up to 90 
days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: Less 
than 24 hours 

Altered perception 
Craving for sweets 
Dilated pupils 
Increased appetite 
Lack of 
concentration and 
coordination 
Laughter 

Anxiety  
Impaired short-term 
memory 
Increased heart rate 
Lung damage 
Possible psychosis with 
chronic use 
Psychological 
dependence 
 

Cocaine & 
Metabolite 

 

 

 

Cocaine, used 
as a vaso-
constructive 
anesthetic in 
otolaryngology, 
ophthalmology, 
and dentistry 

Cocaine Big C 
Blow 
Coke 
Crack 
Flake  
Lady 

Stimulant Urine: 1 to 3 days 

Hair: Up to 90 
days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 

Irritability 
Nervousness 
Short-lived 
euphoria changing 
to depression 
Tightness of 
muscles 

Anxiety 
Fever 
Possible death from 
convulsions or 
respiratory arrest 
Shallow breathing 
Tremors 
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Cocaine & 
Metabolite (cont.) 

 

 

TAC 
(tetracaine, 
adrenaline, and 
cocaine 
mixture) used 
in some 
emergency 
rooms for 
suturing 
 

Nose Candy 
Rock 
Roxanne 
Snow  
Snowbirds 
White 
  

 

Methadone Prescription 
Available 

Dolophine 
Metadose 

Dolls 
Done 

Narcotic 
Analgesic  

Urine: 1 to 3 days Constricted pupils 
Drowsiness  
Euphoria 
Nausea 
Respiratory 
depression 
 

Clammy skin 
Coma 
Convulsions 
Possible death 
Slow and/or shallow 
breathing 
 

Methaqualone No Prescription  
available 

Methaqualone Lemmon 
Ludes 
Mequin 
Quaalude  
Sopor 
 
 

Sedative 
Muscle 
Relaxant 

Urine: 1 to 7 days Confusion 
Dizziness 
Feeling of well 
being 
Later hangover 
Loss of 
coordination 
Sleepiness 

Anxiety 
Insomnia 

Opiates 

 

Prescription 
available 

Morphine:  
M 
Miss Emma 

Codeine: 
-Aceta-
minophen 

Narcotic 
Analgesic 

Urine: 1 to 3 days 

Hair: Up to 90 

Euphoria 
Insensitivity to pain 
Itchiness 

Hepatitis 
Lethargy 
Possible death 
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Opiates (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available OTC 
in Canada and 
certain other 
countries  

Codeine:  
School Boy 

Hydrocodone:  
Vicodin 

Hydromorphone:  
Dilaudid 

Oxycodone:  
Percocet  
Percodan  
Oxycotin 

Oxymorphone: 
Mumorphan 
 
 

with 
Codeine® 
 
 
-Actifed with 
Codeine 
Cough 
Syrup® 
-Ambenyl 
Cough 
Syrup® 
-Aspirin with 
Codeine® 
-Broncholate 
CS® 
-Brontex® 
-Calcidrine 
Syrup® 
-Capital with 
Codeine 
Suspension® 
-Codalan 
Tablets® 
-Codiclear 
DH Syrup® 
-Codeine 
phosphate®, 
sulfate 
-Codimal 
PH®, DH, 
DM, LA® 
-Deconsal C 

days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 
 

 

Nausea 
Running nose 
Sedation  
Vomiting  
Watery eyes 
 

Slow and shallow 
breathing 
Weight loss 
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Opiates (cont.) 

 

 

 

-Dimetane-
DC Cough 
Syrup® 
-Empirin with 
Codeine® 
 
-Fiorcet with 
Codeine® 
-IoTuss 
Liquid® 
-Isoclor 
Expectorant
® 
- Naldecon 
CX Liquid® 
-Novahistine 
DH® 
-Nucofed® 
Heroin 

Phencyclidine No Prescription  
available 

PCP Angel Dust 
Devil Stick 
Dummy Dust 
Wack 

Dissociate 
Anesthetic 
[veterinary]  

Distortion of 
Senses 

Urine:  
(Occasional use): 
1 to 5 days 
(Habitual/chronic 
use): Up to 30 
days 

Hair: Up to 90 
days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 

Anxiety 
Mood and 
perception 
alteration 
Nausea 
Panic 
Paranoia 
Suicidal urge  
Tremors 
 

Flashbacks 
Hallucinations 
Possible emotional 
instability and psychosis 
Unpredictable behavior 
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Propoxyphene By Prescription 
Only 

Darvocet 
Darvon N 
Dolene 

 For the relief 
of mild to 
moderate 
pain 

Urine: 1 to 3 days Asthenia  
Dizziness 
Drowsiness 
Dysphoria  
Euphoria 
Headache 
 
 

Convulsions 
Respiratory depression 
Skin rash and other 
allergic reactions occur 
occasionally and may 
be accompanied by 
drug fever and mucosal 
lesions 
Stupor or coma 

Alcohol, Urine— 
Depressant liquid 
medications 
containing ethyl 
alcohol, as well as 
alcoholic 
beverages 

OTC Beer 
Liquor 
Wine 

 Sedative 
Depressant 

Varies on 
metabolism 

Depressant 
Loss of interest in 
activities 
Loss of body 
control / mind 
control 
Mood swings 
Physical 
dependence 

Alcohol abuse 
Alcoholism  
Birth defects 
Cancer 
Heart disease 
Liver disease 
Long term health 
problems 
Pancreatitis 
 

MDMA No Prescription  
available 

 Adam 
Beans 
Ecstasy 
Hug Drug 
Love Drug 
Lover’s 
Speed 
XTC 
X 

Euphoria Urine: 2 to 4 days 

Hair: Up to 90 
days (depending 
on length of hair) 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 

Empathetic and 
unusually warm 
towards people 
Euphoria 
Touch and sight 
senses often 
heightened 

Diaphoresis 
Entactogenic effects 
Hypertension 
Hyperthermia 
Mydriasis 
Stimulant 
Tachycardia 
Visual hallucinations 

OxyCodone 
(Opiate) 

By Prescription 
Only 

OxyContin Hillbilly 
Heroin 

Narcotic 
Analgesic 

Urine: 1 to 3 days Euphoria  
Insensitivity to pain  

Clouding of mental 
functions  
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Killers 
O's 
OC's  
Oceans 
Oxies 
OXY 
OXY's 
OxyCoffins 
OxyCotton 
 
 

Oral Fluid: 24 to 
36 hours 

Itchiness 
Nausea  
Running nose 
Sedation 
Vomiting 
Watery eyes 
 

Cold and clammy skin 
Coma 
Confusion  
Dizziness 
Loss of consciousness 
Nausea  
Reduced vision 
Seizures 
Slow breathing 
(respiratory depression) 
Small pupils 
Tiredness/Weakness 
Vomiting 

 
 
 
  
 
 


